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Loon & Turtle Lakes Environmental Action Plan – 2023 

 

As more and more property development takes place around Loon and Turtle lakes, keeping an 

eye on the environmental impact is more important than ever.  We managed  to accomplish a lot 

in  2022, all designed to protect the quality of our water for future generations. 

Most critical and singularly important to the long-term environmental future of our lakes is this:  

maintaining the shoreline ribbon of native bushes and weeds intact as it is the premier filtration 

buffer to keep our lakes healthy.  It is not only the right thing to do, but It is covered by Muskoka 

bylaw 5.23, Shoreline Buffer, 3 meters deep and 20 meters wide at the water's edge.  

 

Listed below are only some of the programs that your board works on as part of your annual 

membership fee of $45.  

 

Lake Partner Program 

The central pillar of Loon and Turtle Lake's water quality is the Lake Partner Program water 

testing administered by the Dorset Environmental Station.  The LTLCA has been a full 

participant of this program for over 40 years and gives us a nutrient number for our water. That 

singular number in itself is not hugely important, but over time it tells a story.   In early May 

before the water column turns over, we canoe out into the lakes and take water samples every 

year for both lakes and couriered to the DES for analysis.  Every lake has a phosphate 

"signature".  What we are looking for are spikes in the amount of phosphate.  Spikes can be 

caused by a number of things including goose poop, removing natural weeds within 3 meters of 

shore, a poorly performing septic system or hot tub, covering a property with short grass that 

speeds up run-off of nutrients into the lake and spraying weed killing chemicals on properties 

around the lake which all eventually end up in the lake. 

 

Benthic Testing Program 

Benthic testing, conducted for the last few years by Michael Clarke, is the census of 

invertebrates at the water's edge, a key factor in the food chain and health of our lakes.  With 

the assistance of a District of Muskoka biologist, samples of mud and sand in a specific location 

are taken.  Then a census of the types and quantities of living bugs are evaluated.  Healthy 

lakes have a diverse population of invertebrates.  We will publicize when and where this year's 
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testing will take place.  For young children, it is highly educational to see what is in the mud and 

to understand how each creature contributes to the health of our lakes.  

Love Your Lake Program   

Loon and Turtle Lakes were very lucky to be picked for participation in this program in 2021/22.  

Sponsored by The Muskoka Watershed Council and the District, this program gives every 

property owner on our lakes an assessment of their property and what, if any, changes might be 

made to reduce toxic runoff.  Love Your Lake is primarily concerned with the riparian zone or 

the water's edge on our lakes.  Hopefully property owners have taken the reports suggestions to 

heart and made an effort to improve their riparian zone. https://www.muskokawatershed.org/ 

Natural Edge Program 

Jointly administered by Watersheds Canada and Muskoka Watershed Council, we have 

participated in this program for 3 years.  Many of our cottagers have phoned the MWC to get a 

site visit to offer suggestions on repairing their waterfront.   Also, Laura at Hidden Habitat, a 

native plant nursery on Southwood Road, has offered a 10% discount to our members.  

https://www.hiddenhabitat.ca/ 

 

Canada Geese 

We have managed to get our goose population under control through a permit with Canadian 

Wildlife Service and a registered hunter.  But the power to change this is really in our hands.  

Non-native grass has been the main attractant to these geese as it is their major food source.  

The ‘No Grass, No Geese’ program has had some effect with members letting their grass grow 

long which discourages geese. For 2023 we will continue to work with a permit from CWS to 

moderate the goose population.   
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