
 

 

Loon and Turtle Lakes Cottage Association 
 

Annual General Meeting Minutes – Saturday, July 16, 2022 
 

The meeting began at 10:20 AM.  

ITEM TOPIC OUTCOME 

1 Review of 
minutes from 
2021 
 

The minutes of 2020 were distributed, and a motion was put forward to 
accept them. The minutes were approved. 

2 Guests There were 5 Town of Gravenhurst elected officials in attendance and they 
were introduced by Dan. They were Jo Morphy, our Councillor Ward 2, as 
well as Terry Pilger, Councillor Ward 4, Sandy Cairns, District Councillor, John 
Gordon, District Councillor and Heidi Lorenz, District Councillor.   
 

3 Sobeys 
 
 

Dan thanked the owner of Sobeys in Gravenhurst, Jesse Grimes, for his 
sponsorship of our BBQ. 
 

4 Election of 
portfolios 
 

Dan introduced this section of the meeting by stating, “We are 100% 
powered by volunteers.” and thanked all of the volunteers in our 
community. 
 
Dan introduced the current Board members and described their roles.  A 
motion was put forth to confirm these members in their roles and the 
motion was passed. 
 
A motion was put forward to see if anyone else wanted to join the Board 
and Mike Reiter and Robin James stepped forward. Their roles will be 
determined at a future Board meeting. 
 

5 Councillor Jo 
Morphy 

Jo gave some details around the short-term rental licencing program that 
the Town will be implementing on January 1, 2023. Future updates will be 
available on the Town’s website, www.gravenhurst.ca 
 
Jo also discussed the process to report pothole issues and other bylaw 
complaint matters. 
 
Jo listed a few new businesses in town that included Starbucks, A&W, Long 
and McQuade Music store, Pizzaville and Crunch Fitness. 
 
There is $8.1M budgeted for road work and Jo had a map for everyone to 
view that listed the planned roadwork in the Town. Work this year is 
planned for the stretch of North Muldrew lake Road between Peninsula 
Road and Pinetree Road as well as a section of Redwing Road. 

http://www.gravenhurst.ca/


 

 

6 
 

Award The Doug Cross Sustainability Award was presented by Dan to Brenda and 
Jimmy Burke for their work in maintaining their shoreline and property by 
introducing a wide variety of native plants. Congratulations Brenda and 
Jimmy Burke! 
 

7 Environment Laura Thomas, from Hidden Habitat Nursery, was introduced by Peter 
Helston and she gave a brief presentation on the value of shoreline 
preservation and the types of native plants available to provide 
lawn/shoreline buffers. She also stated white clover is an excellent 
substitute for grass. A handout listing ideal perennials and shrubs was made 
available for all.  
 
Laura’s nursery is located in Kilworthy and a 10% discount will be given to 
anyone from either Loon or Turtle Lakes. 
 
Peter also highlighted other environment activities that we are involve in 
including our annual water testing, Benthic Monitoring and the Love Your 
Lake program. 
 

8 Financial 
Report  

Copies of our financial statement were available for review by our members. 
Gary Lyon provided highlights of our finances on behalf of our Treasurer 
who unfortunately could not attend today’s meeting. The highlights 
included: 

1. Past operating deficits 
2. Annual savings of approximately $1000/year as we are now able to 

perform our administrative update to our website. 
3. Revenue realized from the sale of Loon and Turtle lakes caps, mugs 

and magnets 
4. Spring Newsletter distribution via email versus delivery of 

hardcopies (a show of hands preferred the newsletter to be 
emailed) 
 

9 Membership David Caruana provided an overview of: 
1. The membership process 
2. Payment via e-transfer 
3. Benefits of membership 
4. The focus of the Board being on that of the environment 
5. 2022 Membership to date – 182 cottagers 

A concern was expressed about people who dump brush and other items 
along the side of the road. Action TBD. 
 

10 Water Safety 
Awareness 
Committee  

Michael Clarke referred to last year’s AGM where a request was made to 
provide information for renters and new cottage owners. This resulted in 
the WSAC members developing our 2022 Sign Program and the Visitors 
Guide and Property Owners Guide. Many hours were spent over the winter 
developing these signs and guides and Michael wanted the members 
recognized for their work. The WSAC members are: 



 

 

Mark Selick, David Caruana, Andrea Moser, Ken Urbach, Jon Howey, Stephan 
Bloom, Joel Kwinter and John De Santo. 
Stephanie Bloom was also recognized for her excellent work in the design 
and formatting of our signs and guides. 
 

11 Q&A Topics discussed included 
1. Community organic waste bin collected by the Town 
2. Large wakes caused by boats “not on plane” 
3. Boat speed between islands and shore 
4. The island where the fire occurred last summer does not have a 

name. Can it be named for emergency purposes? 
5. Create a map highlighting the areas where large rocks are located 
6. OPP visits to our lakes. (Jo Morphy mentioned that there are only 4 

OPP vessels available in our area. Three are for lakes Muskoka, 
Rosseau and Joseph. The other one is assigned to the many lakes 
within Muskoka). 

7. Boat renter issues 
8. Disposal of debris/yard waste 
9. Unnecessary use of lighting at night 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:40 AM. 


