
NEWSLETTER2021

     B O A R D  M E M B E R S 

 PRESIDENT  Dan Miller

 PAST PRESIDENT Dick Thomas

 TREASURER Carol Helston

 COMMUNICATIONS Jaclyn Boucher

 NEWSLETTER Len Churchill

 MEMBERSHIP David Caruana

 WEBSITE ADMINISTRATION Michael Clarke
 ENVIRONMENT
 BENTHIC MONITORING
 WATER SAFETY AWARENESS

 WEBSITE ADMINISTRATION Gary Lyon
 TOWN LIAISON

 ENVIRONMENT Peter Helston
 WATER QUALITY & INITIATIVES

 ENVIRONMENT Brian Mellon
 CHANNEL/MARKER BUOYS/
 FIRE ALERTS

Loon & Turtle Lakes Cottage Association

www.loonturtle.ca
 LOON & TURTLE LAKE
 GRAVENHURST

PRESIDENT’S COMMENT

It’s coming up on 9 months since our new board was elected and 

without a doubt we couldn’t have picked a more unusual year to 

volunteer.

Our board functions very well with 4 brand new members (myself 

being one) and five highly experienced veteran members.

Each member brings a different skill set to the group and we have 

been able to accomplish a great deal in a short period of time 

particularly since all our meetings have been of the virtual zoom 

type.

I began preparing this message last weekend while overlooking 

the lake and I saw not one but three loons swimming along 

together.

Loon and Turtle Lake folks truly have a beautiful part of Canada to 

enjoy with family and friends. On behalf of the board we consider 

it a privilege to serve this community and look forward to doing 

our very best in the year to come as we get to know all of our 

members better. I’m very pleased by the initiative people on both 

lakes take to help others and step up to address needs making 

this a great place to be.

Thank you for the opportunity.

Keep safe!

Dan Miller
President LTLCA



- 2 -



- 3 -

We all want the same thing – to enjoy life on Loon and Turtle Lakes. For some this involves quiet and relaxation. 
For others, fun and frolic. In consideration of the environment, your neighbours, your safety and to maintain a 
positive collective experience, please respect the following: 

BE THE SOLUTION FOR WATER POLLUTIONBE THE SOLUTION FOR WATER POLLUTION
 Wash people, pets and laundry in the cottage. Wash people, pets and laundry in the cottage.

 Use biodegradable detergents wherever possible. Use biodegradable detergents wherever possible.

 Inspect your septic system annually and pump it out regularly. Inspect your septic system annually and pump it out regularly.

 Consider water use wisely especially with washers and dishwashers. Consider water use wisely especially with washers and dishwashers.

 Refrain from the use of fertilizers as they eventually end up in the lake. Refrain from the use of fertilizers as they eventually end up in the lake.

 Maintain natural brush at the shoreline to discourage geese. Maintain natural brush at the shoreline to discourage geese.

 No Grass, No Geese. Fewer geese means reduced e-coli in the water. No Grass, No Geese. Fewer geese means reduced e-coli in the water.

PUT WASTE IN THE RIGHT PLACEPUT WASTE IN THE RIGHT PLACE
 Keep our roads and forests litterless. Keep our roads and forests litterless.

 Put garbage out on garbage day only to avoid both small and  Put garbage out on garbage day only to avoid both small and 
 large animals, like bears! large animals, like bears!

 Take large items to the dump. Take large items to the dump.

LIGHTS OUT, LIGHTS OUT, 
STARS OUTSTARS OUT
 Be considerate and use  Be considerate and use 

outdoor lights at night outdoor lights at night 
only as you need them.only as you need them.  

 Ensure outdoor lights  Ensure outdoor lights 
are only as bright as are only as bright as 
necessary.necessary.  

 Consider fully shielded  Consider fully shielded 
outdoor lights that outdoor lights that 
point downward.point downward.

© KEN LITTLE

COURTESY CODE

ENVIRONMENT

CAMPFIRECAMPFIRE  
WITH CAREWITH CARE
Daytime burning is not Daytime burning is not 

permitted by the permitted by the 
Town of Gravenhurst.Town of Gravenhurst.

Get up to date Get up to date 
Fire Danger Ratings from Fire Danger Ratings from 
the Town or our websitethe Town or our website
www.loonturtle.comwww.loonturtle.com
When there is a fire ban, When there is a fire ban, 

it includes fireworks.it includes fireworks.

 Please avoid noisy activities in the early morning before 9:00 AM and in the evening after 10:00 PM. 
 This includes using lawn mowers, power tools, construction equipment, playing loud music and partying.

 The sound from audio devices being played and that of loud voices carry across the lake. Be considerate 
 of others who prefer to relax with the sounds of nature.

 Allowing dogs to bark excessively can be an irritant to many. Please manage your pets. 

 The islands are privately owned or crown land and are not here for loud parties.

 The sound of children playing is not noise and is welcomed.

 Please respect your neighbour’s boundaries.

 Please avoid noisy activities in the early morning before 9:00 AM and in the evening after 10:00 PM. 
 This includes using lawn mowers, power tools, construction equipment, playing loud music and partying.

 The sound from audio devices being played and that of loud voices carry across the lake. Be considerate 
 of others who prefer to relax with the sounds of nature.

 Allowing dogs to bark excessively can be an irritant to many. Please manage your pets. 

 The islands are privately owned or crown land and are not here for loud parties.

 The sound of children playing is not noise and is welcomed.

 Please respect your neighbour’s boundaries.

 Please avoid noisy activities in the early morning before 9:00 AM and in the evening after 10:00 PM. 
 This includes using lawn mowers, power tools, construction equipment, playing loud music and partying.

 The sound from audio devices being played and that of loud voices carry across the lake. Be considerate 
 of others who prefer to relax with the sounds of nature.

 Allowing dogs to bark excessively can be an irritant to many. Please manage your pets. 

 The islands are privately owned or crown land and are not here for loud parties.

 The sound of children playing is not noise and is welcomed.

 Please respect your neighbour’s boundaries.

NEIGHBOURS



BOATING SAFELYBOATING SAFELY
 You must have a Pleasure Craft Operator Card to operate a motorized boat or personal  You must have a Pleasure Craft Operator Card to operate a motorized boat or personal 

watercraft and it must be accessible.watercraft and it must be accessible.  
 All required safety equipment must be in your boat or PWC and in good order.  All required safety equipment must be in your boat or PWC and in good order. 
 (Check the “Boat Notes” APP for detailed requirements). (Check the “Boat Notes” APP for detailed requirements).  
 Please watch your speed as excessive wakes are dangerous to smaller craft and swimmers,  Please watch your speed as excessive wakes are dangerous to smaller craft and swimmers, 

damage docks and erode the shoreline.damage docks and erode the shoreline.  
 Reduce your wake by staying on plane - please, no ploughing through the water at a slow speed  Reduce your wake by staying on plane - please, no ploughing through the water at a slow speed 

causing a big wake.causing a big wake.  
 After passing between an island and the shore, please direct your boat to the middle of the lake  After passing between an island and the shore, please direct your boat to the middle of the lake 

thereby staying away from the shore and docks.thereby staying away from the shore and docks.  
 Please remember that canoes/kayaks/paddleboards have the right of way over motorized vessels. Please remember that canoes/kayaks/paddleboards have the right of way over motorized vessels.  
 Slow down to no wake to pass or give them a wide berth. Slow down to no wake to pass or give them a wide berth.  
 For safety sake, always have a spotter in the boat or on the PWC when towing skiers or tubes.  For safety sake, always have a spotter in the boat or on the PWC when towing skiers or tubes.   
 Remember to turn on your full running light system (red/green/white) from dusk onward. Remember to turn on your full running light system (red/green/white) from dusk onward.  
 Consider upgrading to a 4-stroke engine which is quieter and is more environment friendly. Consider upgrading to a 4-stroke engine which is quieter and is more environment friendly.  
 Refuel your boat carefully to avoid spillage. Refuel your boat carefully to avoid spillage.  
 Be aware that Impaired boating is legally treated the same as impaired driving. Be aware that Impaired boating is legally treated the same as impaired driving.

SWIMMING SAFELYSWIMMING SAFELY
 Swim close to shore with a buddy. Swim close to shore with a buddy.

 When swimming away from shore or in open water, please make yourself visible to boaters and When swimming away from shore or in open water, please make yourself visible to boaters and
 PWC operators by having a boat escort and wear a bright coloured lifejacket or marker. PWC operators by having a boat escort and wear a bright coloured lifejacket or marker.

Loon & Turtle Lakes Cottage Association

www.loonturtle.ca
 LOON & TURTLE LAKE
 GRAVENHURST

On The Water
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2021 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Our survey about events on the lakes showed a variety of interests that the Association would be 
glad to assist in promoting. Contact Dan Miller if you would like help in organizing an event.    

Saturday

July 17th 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Like last year, we plan on conducting our AGM 
in an outdoor and socially distanced manner. 

It will be held at Dan Miller’s cottage at 
51 Loon Lake Drive 

beginning at 10:00 AM. 

In the event of rain or Covid19 restrictions, 
a follow up announcement will be made 

by the Association’s Board.

Saturday

July 31st 
FIREWORKS 

(rain date Sunday, August 1st)
At dusk 

The fireworks will be set off at a cottage 
midway down on Drury Lane. 

Additional details will be announced 
as we get closer to the date. 

This year’s Fireworks display will be presented 
from a new location in the open area at the 

south end of Loon Lake.

In the last cold, COVID days of winter 2021, Michael Clarke asked me to help out 
with this year’s LTLCA merchandise program. As a proud wearer of the LTL t-shirts 

and sweatshirts that Michael organized in previous years, I happily agreed to assist. 
Michael sourced 2 different suppliers and we then selected a few models that 

we thought would have the broadest appeal to our members.  We conservatively 
estimated selling approximately 100 hats but with a great design and with the 

gracious help of Jaclyn Boucher, we received an overwhelming order of 300 hats!

Assuming that there are no delays due to pandemic issues, we are trying our best 
to have the hats ready for pick up by the May long weekend. An announcement 

will be made when the hats are available for pick up.

Michael, at 14 Drury Lane will distribute the hats on the Pinetree/Drury 
Lane side of the lakes, and I, at 13 Redwing Drive, will distribute the 

hats on the Redwing/Loon Lake, Chipmunk Lane side of 
the lakes.

For those members who missed out on this order or 
those who want more hats, we may do an additional hat 

order later in the summer, provided there is sufficient demand. We have also received requests 
for more LTL sweatshirts. Due to the fact that a lot of personal contact is required for sweatshirts, we will 
look into doing another sweatshirt order once the pandemic subsides. Finally, if you have ideas for future 

LTL merchandise, please email your suggestions to: ltcaexecutive@gmail.com

Joel Kwinter

LTL HAT PROMOTION
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TOGETHER FOR TODAY’S LAKES... 
AND TOMORROW’S

JOIN
Welcome to the Loon and Turtle Lakes Cottage Association. We are a volunteer organization which represents 78% 
of the cottagers on our lakes. To learn more about us, visit our website at www.loonturtle.ca and the Facebook 
Group, Loon & Turtle Lake Gravenhurst. We hope you will be inspired to become part of our membership.

RENEW
Each winter, our membership campaign commences in the new year when we reach out to our members to renew 
their commitment to our cottage association. Our annual dues are $45 per family/cottage.

MEMBERSHIP PAYMENT – E-TRANSFER
We would encourage you to submit your renewal payment of $45 Per family/cottage via the convenience of an 
e-transfer through your bank. The transfer of funds can be done through your own internet banking services. Please 
check with your financial institution for details as the method may vary from bank to bank. 

Please send your e-transfer to our Membership Director, David Caruana at david_caruana@hotmail.com. In 
order to avoid any confusion, please include your cottage civic address in your correspondence. There is no password 
required as all e-transfers are directly deposited.

For the first time in more than a decade, our membership dues have increased to meet our rising costs and 
responsibilities. It reflects the most reasonable range of association dues across the province as indicated in a recent 
survey by the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA).

MEMBERSHIP PAYMENT – MAIL
Annual membership dues of $45 can be mailed to our Membership Director, David Caruana at:
 1275 Maple Ridge Drive, Pickering, ON L1X 1H4
Please make the cheque payable to “loon and Turtle Lakes Cottage Association”.
In order to avoid any confusion, please include your cottage civic address on your cheque.

UPDATE CONTACT INFORMATION*
Please help us to maintain a current and accurate record by updating your personal contact information with David 
Caruana either by mail at the address noted above or via email at david_caruana@hotmail.com 
NOTE: *Membership information is maintained in strict confidence.

Cottage Association

MEMBERSHIP
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As the years roll along, and more and more property development 
takes place around Loon and Turtle lakes, keeping an eye on the 
environmental impact is more important than ever. You’re aware that 
almost all of what your environmental committee planned to do in 
2020 was canceled due to Covid. So we’ll try again this year. 

Most critical and singularly important to the long term environmental 
future of our lakes is this: maintaining the shoreline ribbon of native 
bushes and weeds intact as it is the premier filtration buffer to keep 
our lakes healthy. It is not only the right thing to do, but It is covered 
by Muskoka bylaw 5.23, Shoreline Buffer, 3 meters deep and 20 
meters wide at the waters edge. 

According to the Muskoka Watershed Council, in 2020 the District 
of Muskoka saw more toxic blue-green cyanobacteria show up in 
Muskoka lakes than ever before. This is nasty stuff. We are working 
very closely with the Town of Gravenhurst and the MWC on all 
environmental issues. The MWC is even ready to come to your 
property to give you advice on re-naturalizing your waterfront. Any 
board member can assist you in this.

Listed below are only some of the programs that your board works 
on for the annual membership fee of $45. 

Lake Partner Program
The central pillar of Loon and Turtle Lake’s water quality is the 
Lake Partner Program water testing administered by the Dorset 
Environmental Station. The LTLCA has been a full participant of this 
program for over 40 years and gives us a nutrient number in our 
water. In early May before the water column turns over, samples are 
taken in the same spot every year for both lakes and couriered to the 
DES for analysis. Every lake has a phosphate “signature”. What we 
are looking for are spikes in the amount of phosphate. Spikes can 
be caused by a number of things including goose poop, removing 
natural weeds within 3 meters of shore, a poorly performing septic 
system or hot tub, covering a property with short grass that speeds up 
run-off of nutrients into the lake and spraying weed killing chemicals 
on properties around the lake which all eventually end up in the lake.

Benthic Testing Program
Benthic testing, conducted for the last few years by Michael Clarke, 
is the census of invertebrates at the waters edge, a key factor in the 
food chain and health of our lakes. With the assistance of a District 
of Muskoka biologist, samples of mud and sand in a specific location 
are taken. Then a census of the types and quantities of living bugs are 
evaluated. Healthy lakes have a diverse population of invertebrates. 
We will publicize when and where this years testing will take place. 
For young children, it is highly educational to see what is in the mud 
and to understand how each creature contributes to the health of 
our lakes. 

Love Your Lake Program
Loon and Turtle Lakes has been accepted for this project this year after 
having to cancel it last year. The Muskoka Watershed Council along 
with the District sponsor this research and it has had great success on 
other lakes in Muskoka. Love Your Lake is primarily concerned with 
the riparian zone or the waters edge on our lakes. Two biologists take 
pictures of each waterfront and give each cottager an assessment of 
improvements, if any, to the 3 meters zone.

Water Weeds
We plan to put together a team of 2 or 3 volunteers to take samples 
of existing water weeds in our lakes and identify them. The Muskoka 
Watershed Council has agreed to help with this. Hot summers with 
lots of sun, if that is the future, will encourage more water weeds 
every year. Harvesting water weeds around your waterfront and dock 
is perfectly sensible, but needs a permit. Making sure your septic 
system or hot tub are working properly is critical. We also need to be 
aware of the threat of invasive weeds that are affecting lakes around 
us, especially Eurasian water-Milfoil and Invasive Phragmites. Neither 
is welcome on our lakes as they have the potential to change the 
ecology quickly. If you would like to volunteer and help with this, give 
me a call at 416-231-1098. 

Canada Geese
There is no quick fix to lessen the number of geese families on our 
lakes. The year we hired Muskoka Goose Control, we had only 2 
or 3 goose families. For the last two years, MGC was so inundated 
with work they have not been available to help us. This year they 
have agreed to help again by obtaining a permit from the Canadian 
Wildlife Service and oiling the eggs of geese. But the power to 
change this is really in our hands. Non-native grass has been the 
main attractant to these geese as it is their major food source. The 
No Grass, No Geese program does not seem to have much effect, 
although some members are letting their grass grow long which 
discourages geese. Thank you for this. There are other products that 
deter geese available from MGC, so visit their website to check if this 
appeals to you. If you’d like to volunteer, please call me. 

Peter Helston
Phone: 705-687-0142
Cell: 416-567-0397

peterhelston@contractmagazineservices.com

Remember: 
NO GRASS, NO GEESE!

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS 
2021
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After doing some research this past 
winter here is what we found out 
about camping on Crown Land. 
Camping is considered legal on 
Crown Land. The safety of campers 
using Crown Land is the larger issue.
Much of the Crown Land we have 
around Loon and Turtle Lakes is 
considered Wetland Conservation 
Reserve. We did find out that 
camping is prohibited on Wetland 
Conservation land. We have been 
concerned with campers showing 
up and having fires and polluting 
the Crown Land near the Drury Lane 

section of Loon Lake. The Association 
should attempt to obtain some 
signage from the MNR to prohibit 
any camping to continue.
This is also a safety issue for forest 

fires and pollution of the Crown 
Land.
Thank you to Don Armstrong for 
investigating this information on 
behalf of the Association Executive.

https://files.ontario.ca/
environment-and-energy/

parks-and-protected-areas/
mnr00_bcr0100.pdf 

C21 C23-LoonMorrison
LakeWetland-SCI.doc (ontario.ca) 

CAMPING ON CROWN LAND

FIREWORKS
Come by boat to the new location at the south end 
of Loon Lake. 
Starts at 9 pm, we’re also planning a musical 
accompaniment, finishing off with our national 
anthem, so come prepared to sing!

July
31st
ON LOON LAKE
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WATER SAFETY AWARENESS COMMITTEE

PROGRAMS FOR 2021PROGRAMS FOR 2021
 Sign Program – Utilizing our website

 OPP to be invited to our AGM for Q & A Session

 Guest Water Safety Checklist to be included in the Spring Newsletter

 Did you know…? water safety questions to be posted on our website 
 regularly throughout the summer

 Safe and Quiet Lakes Quarterly Newsletters to be posted on our website

 Paddling Safely/Boating Safety article has been prepared and will be 
 published in the Spring Newsletter

David Caruana 
Michael Clarke 
John De Santo 

Jon Howey 
Joel Kwinter 

Andrea Moser 

Grant Neal 
Mark Selick 
Ken Urbach

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

We can be reached at watersafetycommittee@gmail.com
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1. If you are operating a motorized boat or personal water craft (PWC), you must have a Pleasure Craft Operator 
Card and it must be readily available.

2. All required safety equipment must be on the vessel you are operating.

3. There must be one lifejacket onboard for every person on the vessel.

4. To operate a PWC, you must be 16 years of age or older and have an Operator Card.

5. To tow a skier or tuber from a PWC, there must be a spotter and there must be a seat on the PWC for each person being 
towed.

6. If the PWC is a three-seater, only one person can be towed. If the PWC is a two-seater, towing a skier or tuber is 
illegal.

7. If you are impaired while operating a vessel, your Motor Vehicle Driver’s Licence will be suspended on the spot for a 
minimum of 3 days.

8. Stay clear of the shore and docks with your vessel to ensure the safety of swimmers and to avoid damaging docks and 
water fowl nests with your boat wake.

9. Always be aware of your wake. Ensure that it is not impacting others on the lake. IE kayakers, boarders, canoers and 
swimmers.

10. When swimming away from shore, make yourself visible to boaters and PWC operators. If you choose to swim across 
the lake or to an island, have a boat accompaniment. An alternative would be to wear a bright coloured lifejacket or 
marker that would make you clearly visible to boaters and PWC operators.

11. Fines
 a. Not having a lifejacket, whistle, bailer, etc - $200
 b. Not having an Operator Card - $250
 c. Operating a vessel while under the influence of alcohol or drugs – automatic 3 day suspension of your 
  Motor Vehicle Driver’s Licence 
  i. First offense Minimum $600 fine 
  ii. Second offense Minimum $600 fine and at least 14 days in prison
  iii. Third offense Minimum $600 fine and at least 90 days in prison

Additional boating offences and fines are list on the back of this page

THE OPP WANTS TO HEAR FROM THE COMMUNITY ABOUT DANGEROUS BOATINGTHE OPP WANTS TO HEAR FROM THE COMMUNITY ABOUT DANGEROUS BOATING
CALL 1-888-310-1122CALL 1-888-310-1122

“Courtesy & safety on the water makes for good neighbours”“Courtesy & safety on the water makes for good neighbours”

GUEST WATER SAFETY CHECKLIST
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Here is a list of some boating offenses and their fines as presented in the Contraventions Regulations*. 
Note that they do not include administrative charges.

Operating a vessel if you are under age $250

Failing to have proof of competency on board $250

Failing to have the required pleasure craft license on board $250

Altering/Defacing/Removing hull serial number $350

Operating a boat in a careless manner, without due care and attention for others $350

Operating a vessel with safety equipment not in good working order or 
not readily accessible and available for immediate use $200

Operating a human-powered pleasure craft without PFD’s or lifejackets of appropriate  $200
size for each person on board ($200). Plus $100 for each PFD or lifejacket missing + $100

Operating a power-driven vessel without a muffler that is in good working order $250

Operating a vessel to tow a person on water or in air without seating space on board 
for every person being towed $250

Operating a vessel to tow a person on water or in air without a person on board 
other than the operator keeping watch on every person being towed $250

Operating a vessel in an unsafe manner $500

You should also know that some boating offenses can result in fines to both the operator of the boat as well as well as to its 
owner. An example of this would be allowing someone under the age of 16 to operate your PWC.

*Fine amounts are subject to change.

BOATING OFFENSES AND ASSOCIATED FINES

WATER SAFETY
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We sometimes hear of incidents between motor boats and non-motorized craft, including canoes, kayaks and paddle 
boards being capsized by wakes from passing motor boats. Mostly, no-one gets hurt, but close calls can be scary. So, our  
Water Safety Awareness Committee asked the question, what can we all do to enjoy our lakes more safely. Certainly, 
everyone on the lake should use their craft safely and lawfully, but here are some more specific ideas:

Our lakes are an amazing resource for us all
but no one wants to get hurt, or hurt anyone else. 
Let’s act SAFELY, so we can all enjoy our lakes!

WATER SAFETY AWARENESS COMMITTEE

PADDLERS: 
a. Always wear your life jacket! Having a PFD for everyone on board is the 

law, but don’t just have it, wear it. If an accident happens, it’s often too 
late to put one on. While many PFDs can be uncomfortable to paddle 
with, there are models made specifically for paddlers that work great. 

b. Stay away from the Boats. Whenever possible, paddle close to shore and 
minimize time in the middle of the lake. As well, those of us who like 
to paddle will often avoid the particularly busy times such as Saturday 
afternoons in the summer.

c. Know where to sit in your canoe. This can really help avoid capsizing. 
If you are by yourself, sit on, or kneeling against, the bow seat while 
facing the stern. If you are with someone else, the heavier person should 
be in the back. And especially if its windy, kneel instead of sitting. 

d. Be careful when boating after dark. You may be able to see the boats, 
but they often can’t see you. If out in the dark, use lights. It’s not only 
sensible, it’s the law.

e. And speaking of the law… Remember that just having a PFD for 
everyone on board, is not enough. Canoes, kayaks and paddleboards 
(yes, paddleboards too!) must be equipped with not just PFDs, but 
15 m of buoyant heaving line, a sound-signaling device (e.g. a pealess 
whistle) and navigation lights for operation after dark. There is an 
exception for paddleboats and Sit-on-Top Kayaks if everyone on board 
wears a PFD and you have a sound-signal device (plus a watertight 
flashlight if out in the dark). Consider attaching a pealess whistle to all 
your PFDs.

MOTOR BOATS: 
1. Watch your Wakes. It’s common for 

paddlers to see a boat zip by only meters 
away. Everyone in the boat waves happily 
as they disappear down the lake, leaving 
the paddlers desperately trying to turn 
their craft into the waves and avoid being 
swamped. The boater simply doesn’t 
realize how big an issue their wake can 
be. If you are passing a canoe, kayak or 
paddleboard, please slow down to a 
“no wake” speed whenever possible. We 
recognize that if towing a skier, slowing 
down can be an issue, but if you are simply 
cruising the lake, or towing a tube, slow 
down to a no wake speed!

2. Keep as much distance as possible from 
others. Motor boats can get out of the way 
more quickly than non-motorized craft. 
The greater the distance, the more time 
the non-motorized craft has to prepare for 
the wake.

3. Be careful boating after dark. After dark, 
always use your navigation lights and be 
watchful for other vessels (and swimmers!) 
on the lake.

PADDLING SAFELY AROUND MOTORIZED VESSELS/

BOATING SAFELY AROUND PADDLERS



- 13 -

Nothing is more important to the long-term quality of our lake water 
than the 3-meter strip of land at the water’s edge.  Often called “The 
Ribbon of Life” or the riparian zone, clearing native plants from this zone 
will ensure that harmful nutrients enter the lake much more quickly.  
Leaving this zone to Mother Nature to cover with native plants is the 
right thing to do.  It will act like a huge filter. A bonus is that often the 
most beautiful flowers are native plants and weeds that you will enjoy 
every summer.  Later this summer, we will have the people from the 
Love Your Lake program do an assessment of each property on Loon and 
Turtle Lakes (this will be done from a boat so nobody sets foot on your 
property).  Each owner will receive a custom analysis of their water’s 
edge along with suggestions on restoration, if any. 

But you can also participate in an adjunct program, the Natural Edge 
Program, free of charge.  If you would like to receive a site visit this 
summer by a qualified biologist, you can sign up at: 
https://www.muskokawatershed.org/programs/the-natural-edge/

Participation in Natural Edge will include a site visit and put expert 
information in your hands along with discounts at local nurseries for 
native plants and bushes.  When it comes to the quality of water in 
Loon and Turtle Lakes, we’re all in this together.  Your participation in 
Natural Edge will help ensure our lakes continue to have the water 
quality we expect. 

Peter Helston 
416-231-109

NATURAL EDGE PROGRAM
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1091 Chamberlain Dr, Gravenhurst, ON P1P 1A2
705-687-4007

10% OFF
YOUR NEXT CASH AND CARRY ORDER

WITH THIS COUPON

*SEE STORE FOR DETAILS     *SOME CONDITIONS APPLY

CHECKOUT THE
“BOAT NOTES”

APP!

DOWNLOAD AT

Loon & Turtle Lakes Cottage Association

www.loonturtle.ca
 LOON & TURTLE LAKE
 GRAVENHURST


