FIFTY
YEARS
at
LOON LAKE

Resolve to spend more time in the places you love, and
to make the most of your time there…

DEDICATION
This book is dedicated to the pioneers of 50 years of cottage life at
Loon Lake and role models for mine and future generations. Based on
individual memories and anecdotes, the recollections in this book relate
the pride and satisfaction of vacationing in Muskoka. Most of the
photographs in this book were taken by John Nye and were digitized
from the original 35 mm slides.

INTRODUCTION
My relationship with Loon Lake began in 1964 and the cottage has
become a significant part of my life over the years since then. I’ve
watched my sons grow up during vacations on lot N3 – 43, and now my
grandchildren are continuing the tradition of summers at the lake.
First, I always want to state a little history…Muskoka is synonymous
with holiday and family time, peace and reflection, It is a district of 1600
shimmering lakes, waterfalls, granite cliffs, pine, maple and oak forests
all wrapped in clean air from way above sea level, in some places over
1200 ft. Muskoka Township and district and lake are named for one of
the principal Chiefs of the Chippawa Nation. In 1815 he signed the
treaty in which the Indian title to a vast territory was surrendered to the
Crown. In 1852, William Lyon Mackenzie introduced a resolution to the
Legislative Assembly asking for a survey of the Huron-Ottawa Territory.
His intent was to increase settlement within the uninhabited region of
Canada West, to encourage immigration from Europe, and discourage
emigration from the province. This resolution, along with similar
recommendations, led to the Colonization Roads policy, and ultimately
to the passing of the Public Land Act in 1853 by the Legislature. This
Act allowed the government "to appropriate as free grants any public
land in the province to actual settlers, upon or in the vicinity of any
public roads in any new settlements which shall or may be opened
through the Lands of the Crown."
The golden age of hotels, steam boating, boat building, Muskoka’s
contributions to World War 1 and 2, and the coming of the automobile
brought an evolution and increase in cottagers in the district. In all of
this unique district there are now over 50,000 permanent residents and
nearly 100,000 seasonal property owners that consider themselves as
much a part of Muskoka as do the families of the local pioneers. Indeed
some of the seasonal cottage owners qualify as pioneers in their own
way. They helped create cottage life in Muskoka as we know it today.

LOON LAKE
A map of Muskoka Township from the “Guidebook & Atlas of Muskoka
Parry Sound – 1879” shows ownership of the land grants given to early
settlers. Around the northeast side of Loon Lake there were 100 and
200 acres lots owned by E. Berkinshaw, the grandfather and H.B.
Berkinshaw, uncle of Albert Burkinshaw, who became an original Loon
Lake cottager. There are 3 islands on the lake that are named Henry,
Edward and Berkinshaw after members of the family. It has been
stated by Albert that the correct spelling of the surname was
Burkinshaw.

Loon Lake is in the Muskoka Ward as it was known in 1959 The
Muskoka Ward was amalgamated into the Town of Gravenhurst when
the new municipality was established in 1971. The area in which Loon
Lake is located is now called West Gravenhurst. In 1959 the Ontario
Department of Lands and Forest provided interested buyers access to
Loon Lake through the sale of Crown Land lots. The Crown Land lots
ran between what was known in original survey maps as Concessions 3
and 4 around the east and south end of the lake. These lots were
numbered from the west end of the Crown Land for a distance of about
4,800 feet and were registered as Plan M-321 (not M-231 as shown on
the original survey document).

To avoid real estate speculation by Crown Land buyers there were
conditions on the purchase of these lots, notably that a cottage was to
be built within 2 years. Among the first cottagers to acquire the lots in
Plan M-321 were John Nye and Sam Farrant. While there were several
others involved in the lake’s history I chose to tell the story of the Nye’s
and Farrants. A lot of the material in this book is based on their
experiences and memories.

LOON LAKE 1987/Source: Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources

The above aerial photo of Loon Lake was purchased in 2009 from the
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources. Highway 169 appears in the
upper right quadrant of the picture with the Loon Lake Road visible from
right to left south of the highway. Loon Lake is the larger of the 2 lakes
running diagonally northwest into the left margin of the photo. The Nye
and Farrant cottages are indicated by the white arrow near the east end
of the lake.

As I began thinking about writing about the years at Loon Lake and
travelling along the cottage road I could recall some of the former
cottagers’ names but not all of them. So, I visited the Ontario Land
registry office in Bracebridge to obtain some history. Below is how
cottage ownership along the road was recorded. I hope this information
will help you recall memories of your former Loon Lake neighbours.

Lot

Original cottager

Title date

Purchased by

Title date

1 & 2 Crerar

12/04/1961

Purdy
Russell

10/06/1989
03/27/1990

3 &4 Pudjunas

09/11/1961

Tully
Stauffert
Staples
Donnet

07/15/1988
10/03/1988
07/02/1997
09/18/1997

5

Stockard *

01/18/1963

Whiteman
Wilk
Spackman
Scott **
Gunther

10/12/1966
08/01/1971
08/24/1971
06/17/1974
09/01/1987

6

Sander

09/19/1962

Hume

07/03/1964

7

Camp

10/31/1960

Amodeo
Jesson
Silverberg

08/31/1977
07/15/1981
08/25/1993

8

Drouin

05/29/1961

Vaughan
11/01/1991
and McLoughlin 01/15/1996

9

Boudreau

09/15/1961

Still original family owned

10

Schwartz

09/15/1961

Moore
McKeown
Fulton-Barker
Alderton

08/06/1965
08/17/1970
11/30/1976
10/23/1998

11

Gallagher

09/27/1960

Smart

10/30/1990

12

Robinson

09/27/1960

Still original family owned

Lot

Original cottager

Title date

Purchased by

Title date

13

Nye

09/16/1960

Scott
Ross
Wood
Farrell

13 A Nye

09/16/1960

Still original family owned

14

Rowe

09/19/1960

Still original family owned

15

Farrant

09/19/1960

Still original family owned

16

Berkinshaw

12/04/1961

Nesbitt

2/14/1962
06/09/1976
05/12/1988
09/23/1988

06/02/1999

*The Stockards operated a cabin rental business on the property and 2
of the original cabins are still on the site. When the Scott’s purchased
the Stockard property it was decided that some of the old rental cabins
would be relocated to friends’ lots. This was made possible by Gary
Henry’s access to a large float trailer and lift truck. The cabins remained
intact and are now fulfilling a second life as bunkies or storage sheds at
the Miller (N3- 7 Red Wing Dr.), Robinson and Farrant properties.

** The Scott’s operated a “convenience” store and marine gas sales
operation until the early 1980’s. Mrs. Scott was visited daily by the
Farrant, Nye, Gallagher and Boudreau kids for popsicles and other
treats. Among the items that were sold in the Loon Lake store was a
“souvenir” T-shirt (photo next page, taken in 2009).
The Scotts also hosted the Loon Lake Cottager’s Association regatta
for a couple of years and many cottagers gathered on their large dock
to participate in the activities.

Between Crown Lot 5 and Lot 6 a block of Crown Land was held back
and remains today as an area for public access. This is between
Gunther’s, N3 - 34 Red Wing Drive and Hume-Oliver’s property. At one
particular spot on the shoreline of this property people will camp, swim
or fish on an itinerant basis.

Current day Red Wing Drive, Fire Route N3 lot numbers for the Crown
lots along the un-assumed stretch of the cottage road:
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
47

Hume-Oliver
Silverberg
Vaughan and McLoughin
Boudreau
Alderton
Smart
Robinson
Farrell
Nye
Rowe
Farrant
Nesbitt

Of all the paths you take in life, make sure a few of them are dirt
Anonymous

THE COTTAGE ROAD
The northeast side of Loon Lake was accessed by way of Muskosh
Road, as shown on a survey dated 1877. This road is now called
Musquash Road and leads to Loon Lake Road. In the beginning, the
Loon Lake Road was more a trail than a road. Since there was no
access to the Crown Land, a road would have to be built. This would
enable delivery of prefab cottages and/or other building materials in the
early days.

Most of the new Crown Land lot owners met in Toronto and a plan was
formulated to establish a road from the Loon Lake Road to the newly
purchased lots. Fred McCaskie who was Dorothy Farrant’s brother-inlaw was employed to construct the road. An invoice dated June 17,
1960 from McCaskie Auto Electric; Bracebridge lists the materials,
equipment and labour to build a road into Loon Lake. The total cost to
build this road was $2,264.05 - a significant amount of money when you
consider a typical weekly salary in 1960 was about $50.

Slabs of off cuts of timber were used to build up a low area at the end of
what is known as Mud Lake. This small lake drains into a small stream
that ran under the Loon Lake Road. There was a large beaver dam at
this location and it caused a backup of water into Mud Lake with a
resulting rise of the water level. This flowed over the road and this area
was affectionately called the swamp. This part of the road needed
constant effort to keep it above the water level that was caused by the
flooding resulting from beaver dams.

An anecdote from Jim Robinson recalled his father, Bill Robinson
putting considerable gravel and manual labour into this section of the
road. Others, including Sam Farrant were involved in trying to eliminate
the beaver dams, often resorting to dynamite. This didn’t deter the
industrious beaver.

The road through the swamp in 1960

Below: John Nye and son, Bob with Adam Scott on the road through
the swamp

By the mid-1970’s the road through the swamp became almost
impassable for the typical family vehicle. Jim Robinson recalled that he
and his dad were asked a few times to extricate wayward cars from the
sides of the road because of the difficulty it created for some drivers.
Eventually the cottagers admitted defeat.

The Department of Lands and Forests had earlier advised that Mrs. G.
Stockard, Gravenhurst, the owner of Crown Lot 5 had commenced
construction of an access road to the east side of Loon Lake. The
“pioneer” cottagers reached an agreement with Mr. and Mrs. Stockard
to gain a right of way across the rear portion of their property. This
enabled a road link from Lot 5 to the northeast lots and eliminated the
problem of using the original road through the swamp.

Sam Farrant, with assistance and equipment from a brothers-in-law
Fred McCaskie and Gary Henry (Dorothy Farrant’s brother) helped the
completion of this road through to Crown Lot 16. The road was
eventually finished to the rear of the Nye, Rowe and Farrant cottage
lots and some private driveways were established. Before private
driveways, the road ended at the ridge behind the lots and everyone
hiked the last few hundred yards to their cottages. Sam recalled that
during one of these trips someone stole a case of beer from his car
trunk while he was carrying his daughter Judy to the cottage. This
occurred on a very hot summer day and the beer was sorely missed!
Whoever took that case of beer could return it to Sam, no questions
asked!
From the Gunther property eastward to Nesbitt’s the cottage road has
not been assumed nor maintained by the Town of Gravenhurst. For
many years an ad hoc Loon Lake Cottagers Association collected funds
and a bank account was established for the purpose of maintaining this
road. The signatories were John Nye and Sam Farrant. Through the
changes in ownership of some properties there was a decline in
participation in this original cottager’s group and a corresponding
decline in funds for road maintenance. Since his retirement in the
1980’s Sam Farrant was spending more time at his cottage and had
many conversations with the Town of Gravenhurst about assuming the
road. He had been told that if the cottagers upgraded the road to a
minimum width of 14 feet and gave it a better surface the Town would
assume responsibility for the road. But, a considerable investment by
each of the cottagers will be necessary before that can happen.

Meanwhile, Sam Farrant would continue the responsibility he and John
Nye had for the maintenance of the road and the bank account. The
bank account was closed in 1998 and that money was used for the
delivery of grade A road gravel by Coon Brothers Sand & Gravel on
September 19, 1998. John (79 years old at the time) and Sam (75
years old) were out there alongside younger people with their rakes and
shovels helping spread this load of gravel. More recently, Ken Urbach
and Gerry Boudreau have maintained the road to the original 12
cottage lots. Part of this road is also part of the Ontario Snowmobile
Federation trails system in Muskoka. During the winter months it is
groomed and has become a thoroughfare for hundreds of
snowmobilers. Because of this it allows limited winter access for those
hardy souls who choose to use their cottage year-round.

COTTAGE LIFE FOR THE NYES
John Nye lived in Gravenhurst during the 1930’s and 1940’s. In those
times he and his friends would often fish on Loon Lake. His knowledge
of the lake and a newspaper advertisement led John to pursue the
purchase of a Crown Land lot on Loon Lake. John, Betty, their
daughters Barbara and Linda, and son Bob became Loon Lake
regulars in 1960. I found the original correspondence between John
Nye and the Ontario Department of Lands and Forests that shows the
chronology of his pursuit of this Crown Land property.
June 1958
Letter as reply to John from the District Forester advising that the
Crown Land is under survey. “When this subdivision plan has been
completed and approved, we will be in a position to accept applications
for individual parcels We suggest you get in touch with our office again
later in the season, possibly two or three months from now”
Signed W.T. Cubitt for M.A. Adamson, District Forester
Department of Lands and Forests correspondence continued…
September 1958
In reply to John’s further inquiry as directed in June. This letter advises
that the surveyor is presently working in this area. “We are sorry we
cannot give you any further information at the present time”
Signed T.H.Cowell for M.A. Adamson
May 1959
Letter in reply to John’s letter of May 6 “…the subdivision plan of the
lake has not as yet been received, and therefore, said subdivision is not
yet open for disposition We have, however, placed your name on the
list of persons to advise when Loon Lake is open to land sales.”
Signed T.H. Cowell for M.A. Adamson
Undated letter
Advising that the plan has been registered and lots available for sale.
Instructions for the application process are included in this letter.
Signed T.H. Cowell for M.A. Adamson
August 18, 1959
Application was made to purchase the Loon Lake Crown Land lot.
September 22, 1959
John received the ACCEPTANCE OF APPLICATION TO PURCHASE
PUBLIC LAND FOR A SUMMER RESORT LOCATION. This
document confirmed the application to purchase Lot 13, Plan M-321 in
the Township of Muskoka.
February 1960
The Nye’s purchased a Precision Prefab cottage and it was delivered
to Loon Lake on July 6, 1960.

BUILDING THE NYE COTTAGE
The following pictures show the progress of the cottage delivery into
Loon Lake.

There was a great sense of camaraderie and cooperation among the
Loon Lake “pioneers” which made it possible to prepare the lots and
erect or build the cottages. John Nye and Henry Gallagher worked
together to bring their initial building supplies into Loon Lake by way of
a trail beyond the spot where they parked their cars. One recollection
told of John and Henry “hitched” to a wheelbarrow full of bags of
cement mix for the cottage footings.

Friends from Willowdale helped erect the cottage. Pictured below from
left to right are Bud Levia, Bill McCord, Claude Hoffman, Jim Walker,
Adam Scott and Henry Gallagher.

The Nyes, Gallaghers and Walkers relaxing at the front of the cottage in
1961and enjoying the view, now in 2009 obscured by nature trees.

The first dock was a popular gathering place for all the children.

THE CABIN
In 1969 the cabin was built with the assistance of Sam Farrant and
Is one of the landmarks on the lake that many people comment on to
this day.
Following the cabin’s completion a dump truck load of beach sand was
transferred by pails running down a cable to a nearby tree and dumped
into the shallow area of water in front of the cabin. This made a perfect
spot for younger children to learn to swim. While the landscape has
changed over the 40 years since it was built, the cabin (pictured below
with original cottage on ridge at top of picture) has provided Barb, Ken,
their children and grandchildren with a special place at the lake.

At sunset looking west from the cabin. The sunset hasn’t changed in 50
years! Photo courtesy Adam Urbach (2010)

THE FARRANTS
Sam Farrant worked at Massey Ferguson in Toronto. His wife Dorothy
was from Bracebridge and this was a catalyst for Sam learning about
the sale of Crown Land lots on Loon Lake. Sam, Dorothy and their
children Steve and Judy traveled to Gravenhurst to learn more about
the lots remaining on the lake. The Farrants chose one of three
remaining on the northeast side of the lake and were directed to Parry
Sound to finalize the purchase. Since Sam had to return for work the
next day, Dorothy and the children spent the night with her parents (the
Henrys) in Bracebridge. The next day they travelled to Parry Sound,
purchased the lot and became another of the original Loon Lake
cottagers. Sam Farrant had a co-worker at Massey Ferguson by the
name of Jim Rowe. Jim purchased the lot next to Farrant’s at the same
time as Sam. Jim, his wife Gladys and son Fred also became Loon
Lake cottagers during that overnight “adventure”.

The family connections that the Farrants had in Bracebridge would be
invaluable to the original Loon Lake cottagers. Because there was no
road into the lake, Dorothy’s father “Pop” Henry brought his team of
farm horses from Bracebridge to transport the building materials for
Farrant’s (and Rowe’s) cottage across the frozen swamp at the east
end of the lake. Dorothy’s brother Gary Henry and brother-in-law Fred
McCaskie would later use their heavy equipment and skills to build the
cottage road. As other projects were undertaken, Gary and Fred were
always willing to lend their expertise and equipment.
The Farrant’s boathouse is another landmark on the lake. It became a
popular destination for family and friends. There were many weekends
spent visiting and entertaining in the boathouse and other cottages.
Sam played the harmonica and Gary played the guitar at many such
gatherings. There was a horseshoe pit behind Gallagher’s cottage and
matches would end with Saturday night gatherings accompanied by
these Loon Lake musicians, including Alice Miller ( N3-7) and her
accordion.
Sam still played the harmonica until recently, enjoying “gigs” with his
son, Steve Farrant and his group of musician friends. During the
hosting of granddaughter Kirsten’s (Judy’s daughter) wedding at Loon
Lake in August 2006 Sam performed with Steve’s band.

BOATING ON THE LAKE
Following the completion of the cottage John Nye turned his energy to
building a rowboat. Boating on the lake in those early years was mostly
for fishing and exploring. Willowdale friends that came for the fish from
left (below) Bill McCord, Bud Levia, Claude Hoffman, Ken Friar

This wooden craft was also a source of enjoyment for the kids. In the
boat (below) are Linda Nye and Mike Gallagher. On the dock, from front
to back are Steve Farrant, Bob Nye, Barb Nye, and Diane Scott

With the arrival of fiberglass runabouts waterskiing became a popular
pastime. One of the first power boats at the Nye cottage was a 14 foot
fiberglass runabout with a 1967 Chrysler 45 horsepower motor. Jim
Robinson was one of the more accomplished water-skiers at the lake
and impressed us with his ability to take off from the dock without falling
into the water.
The “Sea Glider” was one of the first slalom skis used at the Nye’s and
although it is made of wood it survives today as another memento of
the days of our youth. Sam Farrant created the forerunner of the
modern wake boards using a piece of plywood attached to a rope
(shown below behind Sam’s 14 foot boat). In the 1980’s the next
generation used fiberglass knee boards and slalom skis. And they
were towed by bigger boats; one was a 16 foot Grew with a 1985
Yamaha 70 horsepower outboard.

MARY’S ROCK
At the side of Redwing Drive opposite the public campground site is a
large boulder. It stands a few feet high and as many feet in
circumference and was probably deposited during the formation of the
Muskoka Shield. The words “Marys Rock” were painted on it in 1959
by her son Jim and his cousins (Woodburn’s N3 - 21) as a tribute to
Mary Robinson. The rock remains painted today as a visible reminder
to those who knew her.

Mary and her family were among the first Crown lot cottagers. Their lot
(#12) was chosen because it was the highest elevation and was
thought to have the best outlook over the lake. Mary spent almost her
entire summers at the cottage until she was in her eighties.

Another contribution to the lake’s was a signpost. The signs were
made by Gilbert Anderson, a friend of the Robinson’s. He used leftover
boards from the Robinson’s new deck. The picture below was taken in
1974.

JOHN PAUL FARRELL (JP)
In 1988 the cottage at 42 Red Wing Drive was purchased by Mrs.
Farrell and her sons JP and Steve. A couple of years later JP would
become the sole owner and cottage life for him, wife Lori and daughters
Abby and Jenna began with enthusiasm. As is Loon Lake tradition, JP
and Lori shared their cottage with many close friends and their families.
Soon, the original prefab cottage became too small.

So, in 2002 JP began building an addition on the back of the original
cottage. He was very fortunate to have the help of many friends who
were also skilled tradesmen and gave their expertise to the construction
of the addition. But, there were many weekends that JP would be
toiling alone on his dream cottage. After the addition was completed it
was time to connect the original cottage with the new structure. But, the
old cottage was demolished and new construction of the front half of the
new cottage began. JP’s many friends spent weekends helping him
with the roof, electrical, drywall etc., etc. During the spring of 2009 JP
began installing the exterior siding as a final step in the project. This
transformed the structure into a good looking cottage that fit well into it’s
surroundings. .

Tragically, on the August 2009 civic holiday weekend JP was drowned
in a boating accident on Loon Lake. Out of this tragedy came an
amazing event in response to JP’s valued friendship. Several of his
friends gathered at the cottage in the fall of 2009 to finish JP’s cottage
dream. The siding, eaves, fascia and exterior caulking were finished.
Inside, the electrical work, drywall and other details were completed to
enable a final building inspection.

The following are the caring and generous friends who were part of this
event comprising nearly 600 man hours over the course of 3 days! I
praise each of them for their dedication and tribute to their friend:
Pat Dickinson, Kevin Dissman, Jim Edgar, Rob Hartnett, Paul
Joslin, Dave Leuschner, Paul Mason, Bill McLean, Pat McMurray,
Jon Palmer, Al Patterson, Brad Schank, Larry Trottier and Jack
Van Tol.

JP posthumously received the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
Commissioner’s Citation for Bravery for sacrificing his own life to push
four young ladies out of the way of a driverless boat on that tragic day.

BOB FERRIER
In the early days around Loon Lake you would often see a man on a
horse drawn buggy riding along the Loon Lake and Musquash Roads.
This was a local resident named Bob Ferrier who could be described as
a modern day squatter. He lived in a very old and decrepit wood cabin
on a ridge a few hundred feet from the Loon Lake road about 1
kilometre from the Musquash Road intersection. This is where a
Berkinshaw farm existed in the early 1900’s.
During the delivery of the Nye’s prefab cottage Bob Ferrier and his
horse provided much appreciated assistance. He was a friendly yet
reclusive neighbour in those days. Throughout the early years at the
lake, Bob and his horse could be spotted in the town of Gravenhurst as
he conducted his business and shopping errands. Bob lived with his
brother Stan in the town of Gravenhurst during the winter months. Stan
was known to sell firewood to local residents during the 1950’s and
60’s. It is ironic that a woodstove fire in the early 1980’s forced Bob out
of his cabin and he lived the rest of his days in town.

The old cabin has since fallen into ruin having been relieved of some of
the rough hewn wooden boards that were the exterior walls. Various
remnants of an earlier life have been found around the cabin. The site
has been a source of interest for modern day explorers. Some of the
“collectibles” found in and around the old cabin have become part of the
old Muskoka lore at Loon Lake cottages.

JOHN NYE (1919 – 2009)
There was another tragedy in August 2009 when John succumbed to
injuries sustained in a fall at his home in Barrie. At his funeral service
he was remembered by family and friends for his World War 2 army
service and his legacy of the cottage on Loon Lake.

He will be remembered as a generous and caring husband, father,
brother, father-in-law and a proud fisherman in those early years!

The next generation and I at the cottage (2009)

AUTHOR’S NOTES
I composed this book to highlight the roots of a wonderful personal and
family history at Loon Lake and hope you enjoyed reading it.

I am grateful for the enthusiastic interest of Mrs. Marion Fry, Archivist
with the Gravenhurst Public Library. Mrs. Fry shared some archive
items as well as information from “The First Years 1959 - Loon Lake”, a
booklet that was compiled in 1998 by a Loon Lake (Drury Lane)
cottager, Mr. Bob Jordan of Waterloo, Ontario. Some of my research
took me to the Ontario Land Registry office in Bracebridge where the
staff were friendly and provided useful information about Plan M-321.

Over the years since my first visit to Loon Lake I have met many
individuals whose friendships are important to me and my family. I
hope I have not offended those whose memories of Loon Lake I may
not have mentioned.

Ken Urbach
2010

